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Job. I. 4, 5. 


Job's Sons went and feaſted in their Houſes, gvery one his 
Day, and ſent and call d for their three Siſters to eat 
and to drink with them. 7 

And it was ſo, when the Days of their Feaſting were 
gone about, that Fob ſent and ſanttified them, and roſe 
up early in the Morning, and offer d Burnt Offerings 
according to the Number of them all : for Fob ſatd, 
It may be that my Sons have ſinn d and curs d GOD in 
their Hearts. Thus did Fob continually. 


1 N theſe and the foregoing Words is contain d 


a ſhort account of Fobs Proſperity and Inte- 

grity before his Misfortunes: The firſt of which 

is recorded to the end that we may the better 
judge of the weight and bitterneſs of his Afflicti- 
ons, which, we may reaſonably ſuppoſe receiv d no 
{mall Addition from his being ſo long and con- 
ſtantly us d to the height of Happineſs : The other 
to obviate any uncharitable Cenſure we might pro- 
bably have entertain d, and to caution us againſt 
imputing any thing to Him, which might have 
drawn down this Adverſity, which was laid upon 
him as a tryal and probation of his Patience and 
Virtue. If we deſire any general Character of this 
good Man, we have it in the firſt Verſe, where we 
read that he was perfect and upright, and one that fear- 


ed GOD and eſchewed Evil: i. e. One whoſe Virtue 


appear'd in a moſt unblameable Life, void of all Hy- 
pocriſy both in his Piety towards God, and in his 
Dealings with Men. If we further demand ſome 

10 bo ONS particular 
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ſupply us, which contains an Account of his Reli- 
gious care of his Children. They were from their 
Infancy, as we may reaſonably ſuppoſe, educated 
in the Fear of Go, and taught to live with one an- 
ther in Loye and Unity. And that this Friendſhip 
might continue inviolable, he indulg d and encour- 
ag d his Sons to meet at ſome certain Seaſons at 
each other's Houſe, and to make a Feaſt every one 
in his turn: And he, whoſe turn it was to enter- 
tain the reſt, was to invite their three Siſters to eat 
and to drink with them, This Fob thought doubt- 
leſs a proper and neceſſary means to confirm and 
ſtrengthen them in their Amity and Concord. But 
becauſe it might poſſibly happen, that they might 
do or ſpeak ſomething that was profane or misbe- 
coming their Religion at theſe times, when their 
Minds, looſen d by Mirth, were leſs upon their 
guard; their good Father never fail'd, as ſoon as 
ever the time appointed for their feaſting was over, 


to call upon his Sons to reflect upon what had paſs d 


in thoſe intervals of Mirth, and to prepare them- 
ſelves for the Sacrifices he intended to offer to avert 
Gops Anger, if by any means they had incurr d it 
during thoſe Seaſons: Exhorting them probably at 
the ſame time to recall themſelves from thoſe Li- 
berties which they had then been indulging them- 
ſelves in, and to apply themſelves ſeriouſly to their 
Callings of Life, and their wonted Duties of Re- 


ligion. And this we muſt obſerve was Fob s conſtant | 
Practice; for ſo ſaith the Text, Jobs Sons went and , 


feaſted in their Houſes Sc. 


The Words, thus paraphras'd and explain'd,might 


be of manifold uſe to us, if we would take notice 


of all the Rules they would afford us for the Feng 
af | | its | 


lation of our Lives. As 


partciular Inſtance of his Goodneſs, the Text will 
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Firſt, For Inſtance, Fathers of a Family may from 
hence learn, how much it is their Duty, and ought 
to be their Care, to ſee that their Children and 
all others under their Tuition, be diligent Obſer- 
yers of their Duty to GOD, 1 
Secondly, Children may again learn from hence, 
what an ineſtimable Bleſſing their Love and Vnity 
- both to themſelves and their Parents, Add to 
this 
' Thirdly, That Children are not exempted from 
their Obeaience to their Parents, nor Parents diſcharg d 
from their Care of their Children, though their Chil- 
dren may be remoy'd from them, and ſettled in 
Families of their own. Fob's Sons were obedient to 
the Call of their Father, and their Father ſanctiſed 
and offer d Burnt Offerings for them. Apain 
Fourthly, All may obſerve that a bare Suſpicion or 
JJ Srm:ſe that our ſelves or any others under our Care 
have finn d, is a ſufficient reaſon why we ſhould 
humble our ſelves and ſeek Reconcilement with 
23 Gop for ourſelves and them. Foh was not certain 
that his Sons had tranſgreſs d; he only ſaid, It may 
be that they have ſinn d. Once more and 
Laſtly, We may obſerve that it 15 not a few good 
Actions which will recommend us to God, but Con- 
ſtancy and Perſeverance. Fob's Care of his Children 
had not been recorded unleſs it had been his con- 
tant Practice: But thus did Fob continually. 

Theſe and ſeveral other things might be drawn 
from the Text well worthy our Obſervation, which 
yet it muſt ſuffice to have only mention d at pre- 
ſent ; and that becauſe the Words ſuggeſt to our 
Minds three other Conſiderations, which will make 


a more ſeaſonable Subject for my preſent Diſcourſe. 
And they are | | 


A 2 | FIRST, 


T ** 

[ (4) 
I. FixsT, That Feaſting, Mirth and Society are 
not inconſiſtent with the. Practice of Virtue and Re- 
ligion. Fob s Sons (it is to be ſuppos d with the Ap. 
probation and Conſent of their good Father) went 
and feafted in their Houſes every one hu Day, and ſent 
| _ call d for their three Siſters to eat and to drink with ® 
Elem, 7 12 


II. SECONDLY, That there is notwithſtanding, 
great Danger of offending at ſuch Seaſons. Fob ſaid, 
It may be that my Sons have ſinn d and cursd GOD in 
their Hearts, And therefore 


III. Tail R DL, That after ſuch Seaſons, it ought i 
to be the Duty of every Perſon to reflect upon his 
Behaviour as to what has paſs d, and to examine 
himſelf and thoſe under his Care, in order to attone 
for what has been done amiſs, and reconcile himſelf 3 
and them to Gop. And it was ſo, when the Days f 
their Feaſting were gone about, that Fob ſent and ſanctified Þ 
his Sons, and roſe up early in the Morning, and offerd 
Burnt Offerings according to the Number of them all. , 


I. The FIRST Thing then which the Words of 
the Text ſuggeſt to our Minds as more eſpecially ? 
ſeaſonable to be treated of at preſent is, That Feaſt- } 
ing, Mirth and Society are not inconſiſtent with the 
Practice of Virtue and Religion. And this I lay } 
we may infer from the practice of Fob's Sons, who | 

went and feaſted in their Houſes every one his Day, and 
ſent and call d for their three Siſters to eat and to drint 
with them. And that this was with the Indulgence, } 
Conſent and Approbation of their good Father we 
have very good reaſon to believe: It is ſet down 


as one of the chief Bleſſings of Feb's Life, and ou. | 
els 


E | ( 5 ) | 
leſs it could be no ſmall Comfort to a Father to ſee || 
ſuch Tokens of Love and Amity among his Chil- _ 
dren. From hence then we learn that a freer Con- 
verſation than ordinary, and a more plentiful uſe of 
Gops good Creatures than is at all times requiſite, 
is ſometimes a thing Lawful in it ſelf and not re- 
pugnant to the Duties of Religion. But how of- 
ten and upon what occaſions we may allow our 
ſelves this Indulgence, does not appear from the 
Text: All which it ſays is that Job's Sons went and 
feaſted in their Houſes every one his Day: But what is 
there meant by Day is not ſo clear. Some Inter- 
preters indeed underſtand by it their Birth day, and 
tell us that 70s Sons, every one upon his own 
Birth. day, made a Feaſt and Entertainment for the 
reſt of his Brethren: and That indeed carries with it 
ſomething of probability; becauſe at the beginning 
of the third Chapter of this Book Fob is ſaid to curſe 
by Day, which from the following verſes appears 
to have been his Birth. day. But notwithſtanding 
this, other Interpreters again would perſuade us 
that theſe Seaſons of their Fealting were upon other 
ſolemn Occaſions, and in commemoration of ſome 
Spiritual Bleſſings which they celebrated at certain 
times agreed upon amoneſt themſelves. Which of 
theſe to depend on we cannot tell, 1 ſhall therefore 
ſnew from other Inſtances what Times are moſt 
convenient and ſuitable for the Buſineſs we are diſ- 
courſing of. 

And here the uninterrupted Examples of Holy 
Men in all Ages will be undoubtedly a ſafe and ſut- 
ficient Guide for us to follow, eſpecially in ſuch / 
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e things as were allow d and commanded by Go b. To 
n begin then with Go ps peculiar People the 7eme, we 
0 dad amongſt them many occaſions of Joy and Feaſt- 


ing: 
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(6) 


ing: Some of which were ſtated and continual, and 


related to them as a Nation; and others only acci- 
dental and peculiar to private Families and Perſons. 


The firſt of theſe were what they were under an 


indiſpenſable Obligation of obſerving; they being 


appointed and commanded by the expreſs Word of | ; 
Gop, who was pleas d to make the Obſervation of EF 


them an eſſential part of their Religion. Of theſe, 
beſides the Weekly return of the Sabbath, they had 
ſeveral Yearly ones, as the Feaſt of Paſſover, of Pen- 
recoſt, of Trumpets, of Tabernacles and the like. Moſt 
of theſe Feaſts laſted for ſeven days together ; during 


which time, beſides the more ſolemn Duties which | 


they were then eſpecially oblig'd to, they were not 


allow'd to eat any Leavend Bread, nor todo any 
fervile Work, but were commanded to rejoyce before the 


LORD their God, and to make a Feaſt unto the LORD. 


The Occaſions of theſe Feſtivals we all know, or t 


may eaſily inform our ſelves of, by conſulting the 
Law which abounds with Statutes relating to them. 
I ſhall therefore only obſerve further, that they 
were all celebrated in commemoration of ſome ſig- 


nal Mercies beſtow d upon That People, and may 9 


therefore be a fit Precedent to us Chriſtians, to ap- 


point as ſolemn Feſtivals upon as ſolemn Occa- 
fions. For if They, by the expreſs Command of 
God, celebrated the Paſſover every year in comme- ? 
moration of his ſmiting the Egyptians and deliver- 
ing them from a Temporal Bondage; ſure we have 
much more reaſon to ſanctify a Feaſt in remem- 
brance of the Riſing of Feſus Chriſt from the Dead, 
who thereby overcame our Spiritual Enemies, Death 
and the Grave. If again the Feaſt of Pentecoſt was 


of great eminency among the Fews in memory of 


the Moſaick Law's being at that time given on 
f Mount 


— — 
—— 


(2) 

Mount Sinai; it ought ſurely to be of no leſs note 
amoneſt us, who on the ſame Day receiv d the new 
Evangelical Law from Heaven, by the Adminiſtra- 
tion of the Holy Ghoſt, deſcending in the viſible ap- 
pearance of fiery Tongues , and conferring miracu- 
lous Powers upon the Bleſſed Apoſtles. If laſtly 
the Dwelling of the Children of 1frael in Booths, 
when the Lo RD brought them out of the Land of 
Egypt, was by the Divine Wiſdom thought worthy 
to be kept in perpetual Remembrance by a Feaſt of 
Tabernacles ; lar Gops Humbling Himſelf to 
become Fleſh and to Tabernacle with us, deſerve to 
be ſolemniz d by a Chriſtian Feſtival? In theſe 
and all other caſes, the Mercies the Fews ſo ſolemn- 
ly commemorated, were only Figures of thoſe Bleſ- 
ſings which we Chriſtians enjoy: Why then are 
ſome Men ſo warm and zealous to deny that Ho- 
nour to the Subſtance which was ſo ſtrictly com- 
manded to be given to the Shadows ? 

But another end of my taking notice of the Pra- 
ctice of the Fews in this caſe, was to let you ſee, 
that thoſe Feaſts which Gop Himſelf commanded 
did not conſiſt barely of a Spiritual Joy and thank- 
ful Commemoration of his Mercies, expreſs d only 
by ſome more ſolemn Sacrzfices than were at other 
times uſual, as ſome would have us believe; but 
outward Teſtimonies of this Joy were alſo requir d, 
IJ fuch as was their Abſtaining from Leaven d Bread, 
J their Reſting from their Labour, their Rejcicing before 
IJ the LORD their God, and their making a Feaſt unto the 
LORD. As to thoſe Feſtivals which were inſti- 
tuted by the Fews themſelves afterwards, we find 
theſe Actions more expreſsly commanded : In the 
Feaſt of Purim, inſtituted by Mordecaz, Every Ge- 
neration, every Family, every Province and every City 
were 


were order d to make them Days of Feaſting and Joy, 
and of ſending Preſents one to another and of Gifts to 
the Poor (a). And again the Feaſt of the Dedication, 
(that Feaſt which our 1 ord Himſelf honour'd with 
his Preſence (6) ) was to be kept in it s ſeaſon from year 


to year ——— with Mirth and Glaadneſs (c). And fo 
doubtleſs ought our Feaſts to be celebrated, if we 
would duly obſerve them; If we imitate the Fews 
in one reſpect, we ought to do it in the other: 
If we ſet apart ſet Times and Seaſons to comme- 
morate any Bleſſings Gop has vouchſafed us, we 
_ ought alſo at ſuch times to do as they did, i. e. to 
do no ſervile Work but to rejoice before the LORD our 
| God, and to make a Feaſt unto the LORD: To make them 
Days of Feaſting and Foy and of ſending Preſents one to 
another and of Gifts to the Poor. And if we ſearch 
the Records of the Church even from the very In- 
fancy of Chriſtianity, we ſhall find that whatever 
Times have been ſer apart either for the Remem- 
brance of ſome ſpecial Mercies of Go b, ſuch as 
the Birth and Reſurrettion of our Saviour, the De- 


ſcent of the Holy Ghoſt, Sc. or in Memory of 


the great Heroes of our Religion, ſuch as were the 


Bleſſed Apoſtles and other Sainte, who were the hap- ; 


py Inſtruments of conveying to us the Knowledge 
of Chriſt Feſus, by preaching his Goſpel throughout 
the World, and atteſting the Truth of it with their 


Blood; 1 ſay whatever Days have been obſervd } 
upon any of theſe Accounts, have been conſtantly Y 
celebrated with Mirth and Gladneſs. But I need 
not particularize ; for our Reaſon will convince us 
that Feaſting and Mirth are ſo far from being in- 
conſiſtent with the Duties requir d of us on theſe 


Occaſions ; as that they are very ſignificant parts of 
(a) Zh, 18. 2 23, % Job. x. 22. (c) 1 Mace, Iv. 59. 


the 
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(9) 
the Solemnity. Beſides, the Stritneſs of the Uni- 
on between Soul and Body makes them ſo nearly con- 
cern'd for the Good of each other ; that as they make 
but one Perſon , ſo we endeavour to make them 
join and act as one and the ſame thing in all other 
Duties of Religion. When we appoint any time 
to meditate and reflect upon our Sins, in order to 
afflict our Souls, we alſo withdraw from our Bo- 
dies their uſual Suſtenance, to puniſh and bring them 
under. When again we preſent our Souls in Prayer, 
we humble our Bodies upon their Knees : And fo 
in the performance of all other Chriſtian Duties 
the Body is requird to bear a part with the Soul: 
And therefore when the Soul is engag d in a thank- 
ful and joyful Commemoration of ſome Bleſling 
receiv d; I cannot but think that the Body is alſo 
expected to be chearful and pleaſant. 

But I muſt not take up too much time upon this 
Firſt Head ; Nor yet may I omit to take notice that 
there may be ſome other Occaſions, as well as theſe 
more ſolemn ones, of Joy and Feaſting. A Family 
may be bleſs d with ſome particular Mercy; or a 
Single Perſon may have a juſt and peculiar reaſon to 
rejoice. Laban may very ſeaſonably gather together 
all the Men of his place, and make a Feaſt at the Mar- 
riage of his Daughter: And our Bleſſed Saviour him- 
ſelf was pleas d not only to be preſent at ſuch a Feaſt, 
but even to begin his Miracles with providing Vine 
for the Gueſts. A Father may kill a fatted Calf at 
the return of a Prodigal Son. Pharaoh and Herod 
may be expected to treat their Nobles on their 
Birth-days. Abraham may make an Entertainment 
for the Reception of Strangers; and thereby He and 
others have entertain d Angels unawares, And Fo- 
ſeph may ſend Meſſes to his Brethren, who without 

B offence 


| (1) 1 
offence may drink and be merry with him, In a word, 

at the concluſion of a kind and plentiful Harveſt, 
in making Leagues and Covenants, and on ſuch other 
like occaſions, Feaſting and Mirth are ſuitable and 
ſeaſonable, and have, from the very firſt Ages of the 
World (as appears from the Holy Scriptures) been 
always us d at thoſe times. IN F 


I have now done with the Firſt Head of my Diſ- 
courſe, upon which I have been the more particu- 
lar, becauſe I know there are ſome who cry down 
all external Feaſting and Mirth as carnal and unlaw- 
ful, allowing of none but a Spiritual Feaſting and 
Joy upon theſe or any other occaſions. But lam 
not inſenſible on the other hand, that they are but 
the leaſt part of Mankind who entertain any ſcru- 
ples of this Nature; but few who want to be per- 
ſuaded of the Lawfulneſs of Feaſting, or to be in- 
form'd in the Seaſons when it is proper to do it. 
Moſt People, on the contrary, are forward enough RX 
to lay hold of ſuch occaſions, and apt to give 
themſelves too much Liberty and Freedom. Leſt 
therefore any thing that has been ſaid, ſhould be 
n to countenance or encourage any Perſons 
Looſneſs or Licentiouſnes; I ſhall now proceed to 


ſhew 


II. SEConDLyY, That, though Feaſting and 
Mirth are Things in themſelves conſiſtent wich the 
Practice of Virtue and Religion; there is notwith- 
ſtanding great Danger of offenging at ſuch Seaſons. 
Though Fob's Sons had been educated without doubt 
in the Fear of Gop, and ſo probably had as much 
guard upon themſelves at ſuch times as good Men 
generally have; yet the Dangers and 8 | 
= | | whic 


nn 

which their Father knew they were expos d to, 
made him fear they might notwithſtanding do or 
ſay ſomething misbecoming their Religion: It may 
be, ſaith he, that my Sons have ſinn d and curs d GOD 
in their Hearts, What J intend to offer to you by 
way of conſideration upon this Second Head of my 
Diſcourſe, ſhall be taken up in ſhewing you by what 
ways we may abuſe this Liberty, and what danger 
we are all of usin of running into one or other of 
thoſe Abuſes. In order to which it may not be im- 
proper to obſerve 

Firſt, That Feaſting and Mirth are things ſo 
pleaſing and agreeable to Human Nature; that we 
are often too apt to deſire and uſe them at improper 
Seaſons, And this makes us very frequently indulge 
our ſelves in Joy and Feſtivity, even at thoſe times, 
in which the Church calls us to Humiliation and 
Repentance. But this is certainly an Abuſe of our 
Liberty; the very Actions of Feaſting and Mirth, 
however lawful in themſelves, yet ceaſing to be ſo 
when us d unſeaſonably. To every thing, ( faith 
the Wiſe-man (a)) there 2s a Seaſon, and a Time to eve- 
ry purpoſe under the Heaven: A Time to weep and a 
IJ Lime to laugh, a Time to mourn, and a Time to dance. 
MF Mirth and Chearfulneſs are very unſuitable upon a 

a2 Day of Mourning, and fo is Eating and Drinking 
upon an appointed Faſt, On ſuch times as theſe 
it is our Duty to afflict our Souls with Grief and 
Sorrow, which it is impoſſible for us to do, if at the 
ſame time we chear and ele vate our Bodys. How 
diſpleaſing this is to the Divine Will, we may learn 
from the Severity of that Judgment which Gop de- 
nounc d againſt the Fews for ſuch untimely Joy. 
In that Day ( ſaith the Prophet (6) ) did the Lord GOD 


(a) Ecclef. 111. 1, 4. (6) 7/as. xx11. 12, 13, 14. 
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of Hoſts call to Weeping and to Mourning, and to Bald- 


neſs, and to girding with Sackcloath ; And behold Foy and 
Glaaneſs, ſlaying Oxen and killing Sheep, eating Fleſh 
and drinking Wine ; let us eat and drink for to morrow 
we dye. And it was reveal din mine ears by the LORD 
of Hoſts, Surely thu Iniquity ſhall not be purg d from 
you, till ye dye ſaith the Lord GOD of Hoſt. The very 
Actions therefore of Joy and Feaſting ceaſe to be 


lawful, if usd on any Day, or during any Seaſon 


which the Wiſdom of the Church has thought fit 
to ſet apart for Duties of a contrary Nature. And 
yet how often are we overſway d at thoſe times to 
frequent places of Diverſion, and even to ſeek for 
and appoint times of Jollity and Merriment. But 
Secondly, Feaſting does not only become unlaw- Þ? 
ful at improper Seaſons, but alſo when it is us d o 
frequently, It is ſet down as an aggravation of the 
Rich Man's Sin in the Parable, that he fared ſumptu- 
ouſly every day (a). He by that means depriv'd him- 
{elf of the Opportunities he might otherwiſe have 
had, of being touch'd with the ſenſe of that Diſtreſs 
and Want, which the Beggar at his Gate as daily la- 
bour d under. For I cannot but think it is the Duty 


of every Chriſtian, of thoſe eſpecially whom Goo 


has bleſs d with Plenty in the World, to make them- 
ſelves alittle ſenſible of the Hardſhips which others 
are fore d to undergo; and even ſometimes to ſub- 
mit themſelves, as far as their Circumſtances will 
allow them, to a fellow feeling of their Neceſſities. | 
Such a voluntary Refuſal now and then of ſome of 
the Comforts of Life would make them have a a 
more thankful eſteem of the Bleſſings they enjoy, 
and incline them to contribute a little, of what they 
would be otherwiſe too apt to ſpend upon Super- 
(a) Luke xvi. 19. "5 

fluities, 
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fluities, to the relief of the Poor. But they who 
fare ſumptuouſly every Day, who make their whole 
Life, as it were, one continu'd Feſtival , looſe this 
Advantage; being perfectly ignorant of the innu- 
merable Hardſhips the inferiour part of the World 
undergo, and conſequently not knowing how to 
prize that Plenty, they themſelyes every Day par- 
take of, And therefore certainly this is another 
Abuſe of Feaſting, ſince we thereby make the Bleſ- 
ſings of Life become Inſtruments and Occafions of 
our Unrighteouſneſs. But further, | 

A Third Means by which we offend in our Feaſt- 
ing, is, when we only entertain Perſons of our own or 
a ſuperiour Rank and Quality, and neglect them who 
are moſt capable of being benefitted by our Hoſpi- 
tality: Forgetting that Injunction and Inſtruction 
of our Lord, in which he teaches us who would be 
the moſt proper Gueſts at our Feaſts : When thou 
makeſt a Dinner or a Supper, ſaith he, call not thy Friends 
nor thy Brethren, neither thy Kinſmen, nor thy Rich 
Newghbours ; leſt they alſo bid thee again and Recompence 
be made thee. But when thou makeſt a Feaſt , call the 
Poor , the Maimed, the Lame, the Blind; And thou 


alt be bleſs d; for they cannot recompence thee : for 


thou ſhalt be recompenc d at the Reſurrection of the Fuſt(a). 
1 do not mention this as thinking the Inviting of 
our Equals or Superiours to our Feaſts is unlawful ; 
I am ſo far from that, that 1 look upon it as a very 
commendable Teſtimony of our Amity and Friend- 
ſhip; But what I mean is, that the confining our En- 
tertainments to thoſe only who are able to return 
them, contradicts the Deſign of our Feſtivals; one 
end of which is undoubtedly that they who live 
in Plenty at all times of the year, ſhould , at the 
(a) Luke x1v. 12, 13, 14. | 
more 
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more ſolemn Seaſons of it, ſpread their Tables for 
thoſe who have ſcarce a Sufficiency at other times, 
This is a Duty that even Humanity requires of us; 
and it was the neglect of this which brought the 


Rich Man to his place of Torment; He fared ſump- 


tuouſly every day, whilſt the Beggar lay at hu Gate de- 


ſiting to be fed with the Crumbs which fell from hu Ta- 


ble (a). If we do not think the Poor fit Compani- 
ons for us, if it is not thought proper they ſhould fit 
down with us at our Tables; we ſhould make their 
own as comfortable to them as we can: and not 
come behind the Jews in Acts of Mercy and Com- 
paſſion, who always made their Days of Feaſting, times 
of ſending Gifts to the Poor, and Portions to them for 
whom nothing was . (6). And certainly we 
give the greateſt Teſtimony ot our Love to our Lord 
for the Bleſſings we commemorate, when we endea- 
vour at ſuch times to relieve the Neceſſities of his 
diſtreſs d Brethren, and ſo give them alſo an op- 
portunity of Rejoycing, fince they are equally with 


our ſelves concern d in the occaſions of our Joy. 


The Excluſion therefore of the Poor from partak- 
ing of our Feaſts is certainly an Abuſe, ſince it 
contradicts the Deſign of them: And yet it is very 
obſervable that at theſe times we are often mov d 
more by Vanity than Hoſpitality ; the promotion 
of Charity and good Neighbourhood being the 
leaſt thing we aimat. How frequently do we 1nvite 
one another not ſo much out of Love and Friend- 
ſhip, as a defire of emulating and outrivalling one 
another in our Entertainments? Let our Circum- 


ſtances be never ſo difficult, yet the Entertainment | 
at our Neighbour's Table muſt be equall'd at leaſt, | 
if not exceeded, at our own; leſt the World ſhould | 


(a) Luke xvi. 19. G (b) Nehemiah vIII. 10. and Eſther, 1x. 22. 
think 


Now) . 


TT , , woes... 


(15) 
think us more ſparing or leſs genteel than our 
Neighbours, a thing now-a-days we cannot bear the 
Thoughts of. But this is not to feaſt for Love and 
Unity, but for Strife and Contention, and conſe- 
quently is what renders our Feaſts very unaccepta- 
ble both to Go o and Man. For it is very apparent 
that nothing is more contrary to the true end of Ho- 
ſpitality than this ſort of Extravagance, whereby 
inſtead of benefitting our Neighbours we injure our 
ſelves, overcharging our Eſtates, and waſting our 
Subſtance only to gratify a fooliſh, ambitious De- 
ſire of ſeeming Great and Splendid. An Affectati- 
on of which Vanity has occaſion d the Ruin of ma- 
ny Families, who, through theſe means and theſe 
means only, have reduc d themſelves and their De- 
pendants to Want and Beggary ; whereas if they had 
contain d themſelves within the Bounds of Mode- 
ration, they might have ſupported as many as they 
have entirely ruin d. But I muſt not run out too 
far upon one particular; and ſhall therefore now 
proceed to conſider 5 | 
A Fourth and more univerſal and common Abuſe 
of Feaſting, and that is the Intemperance and Im- 
piety which are generally the Attendants of it. 
And indeed it is not to be wonder dat, that Exceſs 
and Profaneneſs ſhould be ſuch conftant Attendants 
upon our Feaſting and Mirth, when the Dangers of 
them are ſo great and yet Men come ſo little pre- 
par d againſt them. To deſire Gop's Blefling 
upon his Creatures which we are going to partake 
of, or to dart up an Ejaculation, that he would 
vouchſafe to preſerve us in a moderate uſe of them, 
is now look d upon as preciſe and formal: How 
then can it be otherwiſe expected, but that they 
who truſt in their own Strength, and think it 1 
neat 
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neath theni to ask for the Divine Aſſiſtance, ſhould 
fink into the Follies of degenerate Nature. But 
Men look upon a Feſtival now-a-days as a Licence 
for their Extravagance, and to ſay it is a Holy-day 
is thought a ſufficient Excuſe for Surfeiting and 
Drunkenneſs. But this is quite the Reverſe of 
true Feaſting, and what quite overthrows the end 
and deſign of it. For this is not to keep a Day 
holy, but to take the opportunity of the Leiſure of 
it to waſte and conſume it in Intemperance and De- 
bauchery: This is not to commemorate a Mercy 
or Bleſſing, but to neglect and deſpiſe it: not the 
way to apply the Benefits of it to our ſelves, but 
to make our ſelves incapable of being the better 
for it : and conſequently, without Repentance, we 
bring our ſelves under a more miſerable. Condition, 
than if the Mercy had never been offer d to us. 
In a word, This is ſuch a profane and open Con- 
tempt of Gop's Mercies, that he ſingled it out 
! Himſelf by the Prophet to denounce His Judgments 3 
againſt it. Woe, ſaith he, unto them that riſe up early 
in the Morning that they may follow ſtrong Drank, and 
continue unto Night until Wine inflame them, And the 
Harp and the Viol, the Tabret and the Pipe, and Nine 
are in their Feaſts, but they regard not the Work of the 
LORD, neither conſider the Operation of hus Hand, (a. 
And I cant forbear obſerving further, that idle 
and looſe Diſcourſe will be the natural Reſult of | 
debauch'd and wicked Tempers : Oaths and Blaſphe- ? 
my, Ribaldry and Profaneneſs, Slandering and Back- 
biting is the only Converſation ſuch Company can 
reliſh. But certainly a Feſtival is the moſt impro- 
per time, if there be any one more ſo than an- 
other, for Diſcourſes of this Nature. The Deſign 


(a) Iſai. V. 11, 12. | E: 
88 of 
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of our meeting at ſuch times ſhould be to congratu- 
late one another upon the Mercy we commemorate, 
and to warm and enflame each other's Affections 
and Devotions with ſuitable Diſcourſes: And there- 
fore to fingle out theſe times for wanton and irre- 
ligious Converſation is ſo profane and impious 
as one ſhould tremble to think of it. 


"Theſe are the Abuſes which 1 have choſen to 
mention, as being ſo apparently finfal that there 
is not a ſhadow of an excuſe. to be urg d for them. 
Notwithſtanding which, the Dangers of running in- 
to them are no ſmall ones. Our own Inclinations,the 
Force of Temptation, and the Enticements of Com- 
pany, are fo prevalent over ſome or other of us, that 
there is ſcarce any of theſe Sins but what we have 
all at ſome time or other been guilty of. To 
convince our ſelves of this, let us only call to mind 
any one occaſion of Mirth, we have had and made 
uſe of, which we can particularly remember ; and 
then let us reflect upon our Behaviour at that time, 
and examine our ſelves whether we have avoided 
every one of theſe Abuſes, whether we have eſcapd 


clear from them all, or whether we have not ſaid or 


done ſomething which we now condemn our ſelves 
for. And if after ſuch examination, there are but 
few who can acquit themſelves, but few who can 
declare themſelves entirely innocent; then 1 hope I 
_ look upon this Second Head of my Diſcourſe 
as ſufficiently made out; viz, That notwithſtanding 
Feaſting, Marth, and Society are things in themſelves 
confiſtent with the Practice of Virtue and Religion; 
yet there is great Danger of offending at ſuch Seaſons. 
And this naturally leads me to the conſideration 
of the laſt thing the Text ſuggeſts to us, vx, 1 

; C III. 
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III. TaixDLy, That therefore after. ſach Sea- 
ſons, it ought to be the Duty of every Perſon to 
refle upon his Behaviour as to what has paſs d 
and to examine himſelf and thoſe under his Care, 
in order to attone for what has been done amiſs, and 


3 


to reconcile himſelf and them to Gop. And this 


we learn from the Practice of Fob, who, when the 
Days of their Feaſting were gone about, ſent and ſaniti- 
| fied hu Sons, and roſe up early in the Morning, and of- 


fer d Burnt Offerings according to the Number of them 
all. | 


The Words indeed relate immediately to that 


Care which a Father ought to have over his Children 


at ſuch times: But without ſtraining them, we may 
infer from the ſame words, that it is the Duty off 
every Perſon to reflect upon hu own Conduct upon 
ſuch occaſions: It e qunanBr as much every 
Mans Duty to take care of himſelf, as it is to watch 
over others. If therefore Fob ſent and ſanttified hu 
Sons, when the Days of their Feaſting were gone 
about; we ought alſo to ſanctify our ſelves after 
the ſame occaſions. f 

The Neceſſity of this Duty naturally ariſes from 
what has been ſaid upon the foregoing Head. 1 
have there ſhew'd that there are ſeveral ways by 
which this Liberty may be abus d, and that the 
Proneneſs of our Nature, and the Force of Tem- 
ptation, make us all too apt to run into thoſe A- 


| buſes. But how ſtrong ſoever the Temptations may 


be, the Abuſes are certainly Sins, and as ſuch muſt 
be repented of : But we cannot repent of them with- 
out knowing the particulars, nor can we know the 
particulars without a ſtrict Examination into our 


Conduct and Behaviour after the time is over. 


It very ſeldom happens that at the very Inſtant of 
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our Mirth. we are ſufficiently obſervant of all that 
paſſes. Our Minds will be attentive to ſuch Di- 
verſions as are cuſtomary upon the Occaſions, and 
therefore it can ſcarce be expected that we can al- 
ways be ſo ſtrict upon our guard, as not to let ſome- 
thing, at leaſt misbecoming, ſlip from us unawares. 
If then, notwithſtanding our utmoſt Reſolution 
and Precaution, it is very difficult to keep our ſelves 
entirely innocent at the Inſtant of our Mirth; it 
will follow of Courſe that we ought to examine our 
ſelves after the time is expir d. But the Reaſon- 
ableneſs of this Duty is ſo obvious, that I cannot 
but think it needleſs to enlarge any further upon it. 
And therefore 1 ſhall only ask your Patience a little 
x 16 whilſt I apply what has been ſaid and ſo con- 
clude. | 


Under the Firſt Head then has been ſhew d, that 
there are ſome Occaſions on which Feaſting and 
Mirth are lawful and expedient, and in ſome meaſure 
a part of our Duty. And ſuch an Occaſion we have 
now had. We have been commemorating the Birth of 
Chriſt, which is certainly a Mercy of ſuch a Magni- 
tude (whether we confider our own Wants, which 
could be repair d by no other means, or whether we 
reflect upon the Strangeneſs of the Way, and the 
Goodneſs as well as the Wiſdom of Gop in defign- 
ing it ;) that it cannot deſerve leſs than an Annual 
Commemoration, And if any Bleſſing be to be com- 
memorated with Foy and Gladneſs, this ought un- 
doubtedly to be ſo: The Angel, who brought the firſt 
news of it, expreſs d it by good Tidings of great Foy, 
which ſhould be to all People (a) : And as a Precedent 
of this Joy, the whole Heavenly Hoſt join'd toge- 
ther in that Divine Song, Glory to GOD in the High- 
(a) Zip 11. 10. C 2 eſt, 


| 


( 
oft, on Enrth Peace, Good Willtowards Men (a). And 
therefore when they are out Copies and Examples, 
we can do no leſs than, on the Anniverſary Return 
of that time, endeavour to imitate them, eſpecially 
fince the Bleſſing much more nearly concerns us than 
them. Nor do 1 doubt but that all of us have us d 
fach outward expreſſions of our Joy as we have 


thought convenient and ſuitable: Our Tables have 
been ſpread with plenty of Proviſions, and our 
Rooms fill d with numbers of Gueſts. The Harp, 
and the Viol, the Tabret and Pipe, and Wine have been 
in our Feaſts, and nothing I preſume has been want- 
ing that could contribute to our Mirth. All there- 
fore that is to be fear d is, left we have exceeded the 
Bounds of a Chriſtian Feſtival, and ſuffer d our ſoy 
to evaporate into Extravagance. For we have 


heard under 


The Second Head, that the Danpers of offending at 
ſuch Seaſons are great, and the Temptatzons many. 
And if we be at any time more apt than ordinary 8 
to abuſe our Liberty; it is at the ſolemn Feſtival WM 
we are now diſcourſing of. How it comes to paſs 
I know not; but ſo it is, that we are moſt of us infec- 
ed with a Notion, that this Seaſon not only excu- 
ſes, but even juſtifies, our allowing our ſelves in 
ſuch Irregularities and Extravagancies of Life, as 
we our ſelves ſhould be aſham'd of at any other time. 
But certainly if we conſider of it, this is the moſt 
improper Seaſon, if there can be any one more ſo 
than another, for Senſuality and Intemperance. The 
Myſtery we now commemorate is the Birth of tbe 
Son of GOD, who was made manifeſt for this purpoſe | 

an 


that He might deſtroy the Works of the Devil. 


any thing then be more abſurd, than that we ſhould I 
waſte the time of this Holy Seaſon in the practice of | 


(s) n. 14. thoſe 
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thoſe wicked Works which he came to deſtroy ? 
That we ſhould ſo far forget, or ſo little confider 
the Deſign of his Coming, as to live and act in di- 
rect oppoſition to it. | ; 
But it may be, you will think this Advice comes 
a little too late; and that it is very improper to 
caution People againſt abuſing a Feſtival after the 
me is expir' d. In anſwer to which it may be ſaid, 
chat this Advice need not, unleſs we will make it 
ſo, be without its uſe now. For if we were ſo prone 
to exceed the Bounds of Temperance and Sobriety 
at the tune it ſelf, it will follow from thence, as has 
been ſhew d under the 8 1 
3] Third Head, That we ought to make the ſtricteſt 
1 Enquiry and Examination whether we have nat done 
b, now the time is over, We ſee that the Days of 
his Sons Feaſting were no ſooner over, but Feb rgſe 
| up early in the Morning and ſent and ſandtiſed them. 
ne loſt no time, not ſo much as deferr d a Day. If 
I therefore we have follow'd the Example of his Sons 
n one reſpect, we ought to copy after their good. 
Father in the other: If we have Feaſted in our Houſes, 
very one our Day, and ſent and called for our Netghbours 
b eat and to drink with us; We ought, nom the Days 
Hour Feaſting are gone about, to riſe up early in the 
Morning, and to offer Burnt Offerings according to the 
Number of us all: i. e. we ſhould every one of us 
amine into our paſt Behaviour, and endeavour to 
IJ «tone for whatever may have been raſhly com- 
WJ uitted, or have inconſiderately ſlipp d from us, ſince 
I may be, notwithſtanding all our Caution, that we 
bave fun d and curs d GOD in ow Hearts. This will 
certainly have that good Effect upon us, as to make 
s more watchful over our {elves for the Future, 


Find not fo apt to give the Reins to our . 
able 


4 22) 
able Incligations. Beſides which, we have this fur- 
ther Advantage from an' early Examination, that 
our Slips and Errors will not ſo ſoon have eſcap d 
us, but that, by a little Reflection, we may ſoon call 
them to mind: whereas when we go on for any 
conſiderable time unexamin d, one Sin may drive 
out another, and ſo a great many Sins go unrepented 
of: Our Memory, for the generality, being very 
frail where it is irkſome to us to have it otherwiſe, 
I ſhall only add one thing more, and that is, that 
a bare Suſpicion that we have ſinn d and offended 
 Gop, during this Seaſon, is ground enough toll 
ſeek Reconcilement with Kim. Fob only ſaid, 1 
may be that my Sons have finn'd, but yet That hel 
thought a ſufhcient Reaſon why he ſhould ſend andi 
ſJanfifie them. And I fear there are very few of uM 
but of whom it may be ſaid without Offence, I 
may be that we have finn'd: And therefore, tho ve 
may not accuſe our ſelves in our preſent Thought: 
of any Offence ; Jer the bare Poſſibility of having 
offended ſhould be ſufficient to prompt us to th 
Examination T have been diſcourſing of: That ſd 
whatever we may have been guilty of, in comme 
morating the Firſt Coming of our Lord in Humility 
may be forgiven. us upon our Repentance, and ali 
of us be admitted to meet Him at His Second Com 
ing in Glory, with Foy and 24 | 


Whieh Gov of his lnkdicy Mercy Se for the ſak 4 
of his moſt dearly beloved Son 7eſus Chriſt ou 
„Tord, to whom with the Father, and the Holy 7 
1 Ghoſt, be aſcr ib d, as is moſt due, all Honouſ 
and Glory; Might, Majeſty and DONOR, now 
and for ever. Amen. | 
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